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CAL - Listening, Attention 

and Understanding

Possible starting point for 

2yr

Possible starting point N1 Ideal starting point for N2
Transition curriculum 

CAL - Listening, Attention 

and Understanding

Social rules of listening Listens to other people’s talk 

with interest, but can easily 

be distracted by other things. 

Starts to follow others’ body 

language, including pointing 

and gesture. 

Watches other children with 

interest.

Shows interest in adults 

around me.

Notices other children making 

noises around them.

Shifts to a different task if 

their attention is fully 

obtained – using their name 

helps them focus.     

Recognises own name when 

spoken.

Knows there are boundaries 

in school.

Follows a simple instruction. Follows the routine of the 

setting with some support.

Follows the routine of the 

setting with little support.

Able to show a small amount 

of control, e.g., waiting for 

their turn and resisting the 

impulse to grab what they 

want with support from an 

adult.

Identifies problems and seeks 

assistance from a familiar 

adult although not always 

articulate in their request. 

(N2) Knows to look and listen 

when an adult is speaking. 

Begins to show what good 

listeners do – eyes looking, 

ears listening, sitting still and 

quiet for a short period of 

time (5-10 minutes).

Social rules of listening Raises hand to speak during 

carpet sessions.           Takes 

turns talking to an adult.                         

Will maintain sustained eye 

contact with the speaker 

whilst listening.         Shows 

that they are listening by 

giving the speaker their full 

attention.      

Understands the expectation 

of listening carefully.         

Waits their turn when an 

adult is speaking to someone 

else in the environment with 

support. Understands why 

listening is important. Takes 

turns talking to a friend in 

the environment.

Plays and listens to friends at 

the same time.      Shows that 

you have listened by 

commenting on something 

that has been said.

Shows that they have 

listened by adding to 

something the speaker has 

said.            Decides whether 

they agree or not with the 

points made by the speaker.            

Responds to other pupils’ 

opinions.

ELG - Listens attentively and 

responds to what they hear 

with relevant questions, 

comments and actions when 

being read to and during 

whole-class discussions and 

small group interaction.    

Holds conversation when 

engaged in back-and-forth 

exchanges with their teacher 

and peers.

Listening to what is read with 

understanding

Listens to simple stories and 

understands what is 

happening, with the help of 

the pictures. 

Looks at who is reading the 

story with interest.

Shows awareness of a 1 to 1 

interaction taking place

Shows interest in intonation 

and facial expressions by 

adult. 

Can listen to something that 

interests them when on own 

terms.

Listens with interest to the 

noises adults make when 

they read stories. Listen to 

rhymes and familiar stories. 

Starts to understand simple 

concepts (e.g. big/little).

Listens to other people with 

interest, but can easily be 

distracted by other things.               

-Watches somebody’s face as 

they talk.

Concentrates for a longer 

period of time, e.g., 3 

minutes. 

Focuses on the person who is 

talking in a calm 

environment, e.g., small 

group activity.

Switches attention when 

given a clear prompt, e.g., 

stops and listens.              

Concentrates for a longer 

period of time, e.g., 6 

minutes. 

Listens to their friends with 

increasing interest. 

Able to turn their head and 

focus on adults and friends as 

they speak and play, 

responding to comments. 

(N2) Listens to a picture book 

story that is stage 

appropriate (repetitive).    

Identifies characters in a 

story.     Shows an interest in 

others and events.

Listens to what is read with 

understanding

Joins in with stories and 

rhymes they like.                     

Follows a story with props 

and pictures to support.           

Begins to learn and use new 

vocabulary with support.

Engages in story time/ non-

fiction and makes comments 

about what is happening.     

Listens to and talks about 

books, applying new 

knowledge and vocabulary.

Remembers key points from a 

story told without props or 

pictures.

Builds a picture in the mind 

about the story (and 

expresses this).

ELG - Listens attentively and 

responds to what they hear 

with relevant questions, 

comments and actions when 

being read to and during 

whole-class discussions and 

small group interaction. 

Listening, retelling, 

recounting and performing

Copies what adults do, taking 

‘turns’ in conversations 

(through babbling) and 

activities. Tries to copy adult 

speech and lip movements. 

Enjoys singing, music and 

toys that make sounds. 

Starts to understand single 

words in context (e.g. Cup’, 

‘milk’, ‘daddy). Understands 

frequently used words such 

as ‘all gone’, ‘no’ and ‘bye-

bye’. Understands simple 

instructions like 'give to 

mummy' or 'stop'.

Selects familiar objects by 

name and will go and find 

objects when asked, or 

identifies objects from a 

group. Understands simple 

sentences (e.g. ‘Throw the 

ball.’). Recognises and points 

to objects if asked about 

them. Identifies familiar 

objects and properties for 

practitioners when they are 

described: for example: 

‘Katie’s coat’, ‘blue car’, 

‘shiny apple’.        Turns and 

recognises familiar sounds 

(mummy's voice/ ??? bell).

Understands and acts on 

longer sentences like ‘make 

teddy jump’ or ‘find your 

coat’.        Shows some 

enjoyment in listening to 

rhymes. 

Identifies action words by 

pointing to the right picture 

(e.g. 'Who’s jumping?’).                      

Shows an interest in books. 

Listens to simple stories and 

understands what is 

happening with the help of 

the pictures.

Joins in with rhymes and 

songs by making sounds and 

by moving their body.

Responds to others 

pretending to be characters 

in books.

Begins to use characters and 

actions from stories and 

rhymes in their play, e.g., ‘pig’ 

for the three little pigs, in 

simple terms.

Join in with familiar rhymes 

and stories.              Follows a 

story with props and pictures.

Enjoys listening to longer 

stories and can remember 

much of what happens. Can 

remember what happens in a 

story.                  Listens to 

songs with repetition and 

joins in.

Listening, retelling, 

recounting and performing

Begins to retell stories during 

play.  

Learns songs as a whole-class 

to present to others.              

Begins to repeat familiar 

refrains in stories, e.g. “Run, 

run as fast as you can, you 

can’t catch me, I’m the 

Gingerbread Man.”

Takes on different roles in 

their play.                    Acts 

out familiar stories in their 

own play.                   Learns 

rhymes and poems in small 

groups.  Shows preference for 

favourite stories.

Innovates stories into their 

own everyday play.                   

Listens carefully to rhymes 

poems, and songs, paying 

attention to how they sound.               

Learns rhymes, poems and 

songs.                Understands 

rhyme and makes up their 

own, e.g., 'Humpty Dumpty 

sat on a wall, Humpty 

Dumpty kicked a ball'.

Listens to and talks about 

stories to build familiarity 

and understanding.                          

Retells the story, once they 

have developed a deep 

familiarity with the text; 

some with exact repetition 

and some in their own words.               

Listens to and talks about 

selected non-fiction to 

develop a deep familiarity 

with new knowledge and 

vocabulary.

ELG - Listens attentively and 

responds to what they hear 

with relevant questions, 

comments and actions when 

being read to and during 

whole-class discussions and 

small group interaction.   

Performs a range of rhymes, 

poems and songs off-by-heart 

(from memory).

Listening and learning Pays attention to dominant 

stimulus and is easily 

distracted by noises or other 

people talking.

Shows interest in adults 

making sounds and moving 

their bodies. 

Starts to notice other 

children making noises 

around them. 

Turns towards familiar 

sounds. Also startled by loud 

noises and accurately locateS 

the source of a familiar 

person’s voice, such as their 

key person or a parent.           

Limited exploring of 

environment joining in little 

with activities. 

Gazes at faces, copying facial 

expressions and movements 

like sticking out their tongue. 

Makes eye contact for longer 

periods. Moves around the 

environment, on their own 

terms, spending minimum 

time at each activity.  

Watches someone’s face as 

they talk. Responds to the 

different things said when in 

a familiar context with a 

special person (e.g. ‘Where’s 

Mummy?’, ‘ Where’s your 

nose?’). Understands simple 

questions about ‘who’, ‘what’ 

and ‘where’ (but generally 

not ‘why’).       Generally 

focuses on an activity of their 

own choice and finds it 

difficult to be directed by an 

adult.     

Understands simple 

questions with 1 or 2 

information carrying words, 

e.g., ‘Where is teddy?’

Can find it difficult to pay 

attention to more than one 

thing at a time. 

Understands very simple 

questions about ‘who’, ‘what’ 

and ‘where’ (but generally 

not ‘why’).

Understands questions that 

may be more abstract. E.g., 

‘Where is the bear going?’.

Has increased vocabulary to 

match their language-rich 

environment.

Understands ‘why’ questions, 

like: 'Why do you think the 

caterpillar got so big?'

Listening and learning Shows an understanding of 

simple questions. 

Can answer simple questions. Can answer more-complex 

questions.

Can use simple questions.             

Ask questions to find out 

more and to check they 

understand what has been 

said to them. 

ELG - Make comments about 

what they have heard and 

ask questions to clarify their 

understanding.

Listening to following 

instructions

Recognises and are calmed by 

a familiar and friendly voice. 

Listens and responds to a 

simple instruction. 

Generally focuses on an 

activity of their own choice 

and finds it difficult to be 

directed by an adult. 

Listens to another child while 

playing.

Responds with movement 

e.g. head turn, to an 

instruction. 

Understands ‘who’, ‘what’, 

‘where’ in simple questions 

(e.g. Who’s that? What’s 

that? Where is...?). 

Understands more complex 

sentences (e.g. ‘Put your toys 

away and then we’ll read a 

book.’). Matches objects to 

names and will bring a 

favourite toy when asked.

Responds to very simple 

requests especially when 

shown first by an adult.                 

Listens and responds to a 

simple instruction.    

Responds to adults making 

sounds or moving their 

bodies, e.g., clapping to stop 

activities.         Understands 

and acts on longer sentences 

like ‘make teddy jump’ or 

‘find your coat’.

Responds to their name and 

will change activity when 

encouraged by adults.

Responds to two requests 

with space in between them. 

Listens to and follows simple 

directions.

Understands a question or 

instruction that has two 

parts, such as: “Get your coat 

and wait at the door” but 

may need 1-1 help carrying 

out the instruction.                             

Listening to following 

instructions

Follows one-step instructions 

directed to the  group.

Follows simple two-step 

instructions.   Responds to 

own name and will change 

their activity when 

encouraged to by adults.

Follows two-step instructions 

that include prepositions.

Responds to a string of 

requests one after another 

(not quickly).

Follows a series of 

instructions directed to them 

as a group.

ELG - Listens attentively and 

responds to what they hear.

Summary Recognises a familiar voice. Shows enjoyment when 

making sounds.

Shows an understanding of 

simple words in context.

Looks at where the sound is 

coming from.

Responds to sounds around 

them.

Begins to show signs of 

awareness of simple 

requests. 

Starts to listen to adults 

around them and will 

respond to very simple 

requests, usually on their 

own terms.

More likely to listen to and 

respond to a simple request 

or instruction. Starts to 

understand more of the ‘F1-

specific’ vocabulary.

Responds to simple questions 

and attempts to answer by 

speaking, pointing or 

gesturing. 

Can listen for a longer period 

of time but will need 

prompting to maintain focus. 

Will use characters in their 

play but not necessarily the 

features of the characters or 

the events from a story.

Is starting to use some new 

vocabulary and join in with 

songs, stories and rhymes.

Can remember the main 

events in a story and will 

follow a single instruction 

with little support. Begins to 

show the physical attributes 

of a good listener (sit, look, 

listen, simple comprehension 

and memory). 

Summary Begins to show the physical 

attributes of a good listener 

(sit, look, listen, simple 

comprehension and 

memory). 

Demonstrates good listening 

through increased 

interaction.

Shows an understanding of a 

broader vocabulary.

Initiates interactions and 

shows an understanding of 

more-complex questions.

Begins to express own 

opinions and justify them. 

Early learning goal

CAL - Speaking  CAL - Speaking

Phonology - Rules about the 

structure and sequence of 

speech sounds 

Uses sounds in play (e.g. 

‘brrrm’ for a toy car.). Uses 

single words. Frequently 

imitates words and sounds. 

Babbles and increasingly 

experiments with using 

sounds and words to 

communicate for a range of 

purposes (e.g. 'teddy', 'more', 

'no', 'bye-bye').

Creates personal words as 

language develops. Makes 

sounds to get attention in 

different ways (for example, 

crying when hungry or 

unhappy, making gurgling 

sounds, laughing, cooing or 

babbling). Babbles, using 

sounds like ‘ba-ba’, 

‘mamama’.

Uses the speech sounds 'p', 

'b', 'm', 'w'. 

Are usually still learning to 

pronounce: 

l/r/w/y/f/th/s/sh/ch/dz/j - 

multi-syllabic words such as 

‘banana’ and ‘computer’.

Are usually still learning to 

pronounce: 

l/r/w/y/f/th/s/sh/ch/dz/j - 

multi-syllabic words such as 

‘banana’ and ‘computer’.

Around 18 months: - Is the 

toddler using a range of adult 

like speech patterns (jargon) 

and

at least 20 clear words? Is the 

child linking up to 5 words 

together?

By 3 years old:

-  Still some substitutions and 

distortion of consonants.

-  Improving intelligibility to 

approx. 80%.

-  Consonants mastered 'p', 

'm', 'n', 'w', 'h'.

By 3 years old:

-  Still some substitutions and 

distortion of consonants.

-  Improving intelligibility to 

approx. 80%.

-  Consonants mastered 'p', 

'm', 'n', 'w', 'h'.

3 – 3½ years:

- Uses final consonants most 

of the time.

- Phonological processes 

disappearing.

•	Consonant assimilation -

swapping similar sounds.

•	Diminutisation - adding 'i' to 

the end of nouns e.g., 'doggy'.

•	Prevocalic voicing - voiceless 

consonant in the beginning of 

a word like 'k' or 'f' is 

substituted with a voiced 

consonant like 'g' or 'v'.

•	Reduplication - when a 

complete or incomplete 

syllable is repeated 'baba' for 

bottle.

•	Unstressed syllable deletion - 

unstressed or week syllables 

omitted 'nana' for banana

'ocpus' for octopus.

•	Fronting - Velar or palatal 

sounds like 'k', 'g' and 'sh' are 

substituted with alveolar 

sounds like 't' and 's' - 'tootie' 

for cookie.

3 – 3½ years: Uses final 

consonants most of the time.

- Phonological processes 

disappearing.

•	Consonant assimilation -

swapping similar sounds.

•	Diminutisation - adding 'i' to 

the end of nouns e.g., 'doggy'.

•	Prevocalic voicing - voiceless 

consonant in the beginning of 

a word like 'k' or 'f' is 

substituted with a voiced 

consonant like 'g' or 'v'.

•	Reduplication - when a 

complete or incomplete 

syllable is repeated 'baba' for 

'bottle'.

•	Unstressed syllable deletion - 

unstressed or week syllables 

omitted 'nana' for banana

'ocpus' for octopus.

•	Fronting - Velar or palatal 

sounds like 'k', 'g' and 'sh' are 

substituted with alveolar 

sounds like 't' and 's' - 'tootie' 

for cookie.

Voice (Physical) Interacts using their voice. Has confidence to express 

themselves using their voice.

Able to pronounce most 

phonemes accurately.

Speaks at an appropriate 

volume.

Explores new vocabulary, 

sounds and intonation.

Pragmatics - Rule for 

appropriate and effective 

communication

Uses pointing with eye gaze 

to make requests and to 

share an interest. 

Uses gestures like waving and 

pointing to communicate. 

Reaches or points to 

something they want while 

making sounds. Copies your 

gestures and words.

Uses intonation, pitch and 

changing volume when 

‘talking’. 

Experiments with volume. Uses gestures, sometimes 

with limited talk (e.g. reaches 

toward toy, saying ‘I have it’). 

Uses simple sentences (e.g.’ 

Mummy go work.’). Begins to 

use word endings (e.g. going, 

cats). Is the child using 

pronouns (‘me’, ‘him’, ‘she’), 

and using plurals and 

prepositions (‘in’, ‘on’,

‘under’) - these may not 

always be used correctly to 

start with.

3–4 Years:

- Engages in longer dialogues. 

- Assumes the role of another 

person in play. 

3–4 Years: 

- Uses more fillers to 

acknowledge partner’s 

message (uh-huh, okay). 

- Begins code switching (using 

simpler language) when 

talking to very young pupils.

- Uses more elliptical 

responses (omission of words 

from a sentence 'I played in 

the sand, and Ben did too').

3–4 Years:

- Requests permission. 

- Begins using language for 

fantasies, jokes, teasing. 

Primitive narratives: events 

follow from central core/use 

of inference in stories.

Social rules of speaking. Greets adults in the setting 

politely and looking at them.

Looks at someone when they 

are being spoken to.

Uses their manners when 

speaking to adults in the 

classroom setting.

Raises hand to speak during 

carpet sessions.

Contributes to a group 

discussion.

Waits their turn when an 

adult is speaking to someone 

else in the environment with 

support.  Uses their manners 

when speaking to peers and 

other adults in the school 

environment.   Develops 

social phrases, e.g., 'Good 

Morning', 'How are you?'.

Responds to others by 

building on what the speaker 

has said.                          

Contributes purposefully to a 

class discussion.

ELG - Participates in small 

group, class and one-to-one 

discussions, offering their 

own ideas, using recently 

introduced vocabulary.

Semantics - Vocabulary and 

how concepts are expressed 

through words

Constantly babbles and uses 

single words during play.

Becomes frustrated when 

they can’t make themselves 

understood.

Starts to say how they are 

feeling, using words as well as 

actions. Starts to develop 

conversation, often jumping 

from topic to topic.

Cautious of common dangers, 

such as stairways, animals. ('What’s that?').

('Is he sleeping?').

seven syllables accurately.

Uses language as a powerful 

means of widening contacts, 

sharing feelings, experiences 

and thoughts. 

2 ½ – 3 years:

- Comprehends 

approximately 900 words. 

- Points to pictures of 10 

objects described by their 

use. 

-Listens to a 20-minute story. 

-Knows own sex and 

difference. 

- Knows in/on/under. 

- Knows big/little. 

- Matches colours. 

- Completes three-piece foam 

board, matches shapes. 

- Has complicated, sequenced 

routines for daily activities 

(bedtime, meals); objects to 

Holds a conversation, 

jumping from topic to topic.

3½ – 4 years:

- Understands concept of the 

number three (give me just 

three).

Knows between, above, 

below, top, bottom.

Retelling & recounting and 

performing.

Listens to longer stories and 

join in with familiar refrains; 

can remember what happens.

Listens to songs with 

repetition and joins in.

Begins to retell stories in 

their play. 

Learns songs as a whole-class 

to present to others.

Takes on different roles in 

their play.

Acts out familiar stories in 

their own play. 

Learns rhymes and poems in 

small groups.

Innovates stories into their 

own everyday play.

Learns rhymes, poems and 

songs.

Actively engages in story 

time. 

Listens to and talks about 

stories to build familiarity 

and understanding. 

Retells the story, once they 

have developed a deep 

familiarity with the text; 

some with exact repetition 

and some in their own words. 

Listens to and talks about 

selected non-fiction to 

develop a deep familiarity 

with new knowledge and 

vocabulary.

ELG - 

Offers explanations for why 

things might happen, making 

use of recently introduced 

vocabulary from stories, non-

fiction, rhymes and poems 

when appropriate.
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3½ – 4 years:

- Becoming very intelligible in connected speech. 

- Continued refinement of articulatory skills taking place. 

- Consonants mastered: 'b', 'd', 'k', 'g', 'f', 'y'. 

- Phonological processes continuing after age 3: 

• Cluster reduction - 

Consonant cluster is reduced to a single, 'pane' for plane.

• Depalatalization -

A palatal sound is substituted with a non-palatal sound, 'fit' 

for fish.

• Final devoicing - 

A voiced consonant at the end of a word like 'b' or 'd' is 

substituted with a voiced consonant like 'g' or 'v', 'pick' for 

pig.

• Gliding - 'r' becomes a 'w' and 'l' becomes a 'w' or 'y' sound 

'wabbit' for 'rabbit' or 'yeyo' for yellow.

• Stopping - A fricative like 'f' or 's' or affricate 'ch', 'j' is 

substituted with a stop constant like 'p' or 'd'.

3 – 3½ years:

- Comprehends 1,500 – 2,000 words.

- Knows front and back of clothes.  Responds to commands 

involving three actions. 

- Recognises one colour.

3–4 Years: 

- Uses final consonants most of the time. 

- Phonological processes disappearing. 

- Consonant assimilation - -swapping similar sounds.

- Diminutisation - adding 'i' to the end of nouns e.g., doggy. 

Prevocalic voicing - voiceless consonant in the beginning of a 

word like 'k' or 'f' is substituted with a voiced consonant like 

'g' or 'v • Reduplication - when a complete or incomplete 

syllable is repeated “baba” for “bottle”. • Unstressed syllable 

deletion - unstressed or week syllables omitted “nana” for 

banana “ocpus” for octopus. • Fronting - Velar or palatal 

sounds like 'k', 'g' and 'sh' are substituted with alveolar 

sounds like 't' and 's' - “tootie” for "cookie".



Speaking for a purpose                            

(content – cognitive)

Explains something using 

simple sentences, including 

ordering, stating what 

happened and what might 

happen.

Begins to use words to 

organise and sequence 

events. 

Uses observations in their 

speech to clarify meaning or 

give simple detail.

Plans what they will say 

before starting to converse.

Uses words accurately to 

organise and sequence 

events. 

Describes events with some 

detail.

Uses talk to help work out 

problems and organise 

thinking and activities explain 

how things work and why 

they might happen.

ELG - 

Expresses their ideas and 

feeling about their 

experiences using full 

sentences including use of 

past, present and future 

tenses and making use of 

conjunctions, with modelling 

and support from their 

teacher.

Sentence structure/grammar 

(linguistic)

Uses sentences that are well 

formed. (However, they may 

still have some difficulties 

with grammar. For example, 

saying “sheeps” instead of 

“sheep” or “goed” instead of 

“went”).

Starts to link simple 

sentences.

Uses some irregular plural 

nouns, e.g., “men”, “teeth”.

Asks questions to check they 

understand what has been 

said to them.

Begins to use and describe in 

the present tense when 

something is happening.

Begins to use and describe in 

past tense something that 

has happened.

Articulates their ideas and 

thoughts in well-formed 

sentences.

ELG - 

Expresses their ideas and 

feeling about their 

experiences using full 

sentences including use of 

past, present and future 

tenses and making use of 

conjunctions, with modelling 

and support from their 

teacher.

Vocabulary (linguistic) Copies and practices and 

explores the meaning of new 

vocabulary taken from topics 

stories and non-fiction texts.

Uses new vocabulary/phrases 

in play and communication 

throughout the day.

Uses language to create a 

story in imaginative play.

Explores new vocabulary, 

sounds and intonation.

Vocabulary starts to include a 

wider range of simple 

adjectives.

Applies new vocabulary in 

their play/imaginary play and 

new contexts.

Uses new vocabulary in 

different contexts.

ELG - 

Offers explanations for why 

things might happen, making 

use of recently introduced 

vocabulary from stories, non-

fiction, rhymes and poems 

when appropriate.

Summary Enjoys making noise to 

communicate.

Expands length of response. Mimicks intonation. Negative 'not' emerging. Communicates through 

simple voice sounds.

Communicates through 

gestures and sounds

Pupils are starting to 

communicate through words 

and gestures.

Regular plural forms are 

consistent. Uses 'is', 'are, 'am' 

in a sentence.

Pupils are more confident 

when using fantasy language 

in play.

Knows some colours and 

prepositions.

Summary Begins to show physical 

attributes of a good speaker, 

e.g. face the person they are 

communicating with etc. 

Starts to interact with more 

confidence. 

Starts to use more 

appropriateness structure 

and vocabulary.

Uses more complex 

vocabulary.

Begins to articulate their own 

thoughts and ideas. Uses talk 

for a range of purposes.

Early learning goal.

3 –3½ years:

- Beginning to use 'is' at 

beginning of question.

- Third person singular 

present tense(s) emerging (he 

runs).

- Contracted forms of modals 

(won’t, can’t). 

- Irregular plural forms 

emerging (child/children). 

3½ – 4 years:

- Possessive marker 's' 

consistent.  Regular third 

person singular (-s) 

consistent. 

- Simple past tense ('t', 'd') 

consistent (walk/walked). 

- Present progressive 'is + ing' 

consistent. 

- Contractions used 

consistently Uses negative 

'not' consistently.  Pronouns: 

'he', 'she', 'I', 'you', 'me', 

'mine', consistent. 

- 'Are', 'they', 'their' used 

inconsistently. 

- Reflexive pronoun 'myself' 

emerging.

- More adverbs of 

time/manner are being used. 

- Conjunction 'because' 

emerging. Uses 'got' (I got it). 

- 'What was…?', 'What 

were…?' questions emerging. 

- 'Was…' 'were' (yes/no 

questions) emerging (“Was he 

there?”).

- Names one colour (54 

months) and can recognise 

two to three primary colours 

(54 months).

Tran
sitio

n
 cu

rricu
lu

m
 

Pupils are starting to engage in longer dialogues. 

Words include descriptive 

language. 

Towards their third birthday, 

can the child use around 300 

words? They include words 

for time (for example, ‘now’ 

and ‘later’), space (for 

example, ‘over there’) and 

function (for example, they 

can tell you a sponge is for 

washing). 

2½ – 3 years:

- Auxiliary 'is/am + ing' (girl is 

running). 

- Regular past tense verbs 

appear (walk/walked). 

- Uses 's' for possession 

(Daddy’s car). 

- - Uses contracted form of 'is' 

(he’s running).  

- Begins to use 'do', 'can' and 

'will' (emerging future tense). 

- Uses imperatives 

(commands: 'go get it', 

'don’t').

- Understands 'est' adjective 

marker (biggest). 

- Comprehends third person 

pronouns ('he', 'she'). 

- 20% nouns, 25% verbs. 

- Infinitive complement ('I 

want to play) emerging.

Can the child follow 

instructions with three key 

words like: 'Can you wash 

dolly’s face?'.

Pragmatics - 

Rule for approprSyntax – 

Morphology

The use of grammatical 

markers  indicating tense, 

active or passive voice iate 

and effective communication

Adverbs of location emerging 

('here', 'there'). 

Mean length of response is 

3.4 words. 

“Was…” “were” (yes/no 

questions) emerging (“Was he 

there?”).

Uses pronouns – I, me, you, 

mine (he, she, and it 

emerging). 






















